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Views Expressed in this
newsletter do not necessarily
reflect those of the entire
membership.

Western Bass Club News is
published monthly for the
membership of Western
Bass Club. If you have any
ideas for articles or are inter-
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Balance. It was one of my dad’s favorite
words. Not that he ever seemed any
better at maintaining balance than anyone
else, but he advocated that goal.

Personally, | always thought that if dad was
“truly” balanced, we’d spend more time
fishing — but hey, | was just a kid. Well, I'm
not a kid anymore, (just turned 50 this
year), but you know what? 1 still struggle

in finding balance — ESPECIALLY when

it comes to fishing!

Now, | confess — I'm better off than some.
True, as a minister, | only get one day off,
but luckily it falls on a Monday. As a result,
my wife is at work, and | am free to
dedicate the day to fishing! That's 52
times a year (not including vacations) that
| get to spend on my favorite lakes, chasing
bass! Not every angler gets out every
week! So considering | am a “fisher of
men” six days a week, and a “fisher of
Bass” on the seventh — it appears on the
surface to be a pretty balanced existence.

But... that perspective somehow gets lost
every winter. Perhaps it's the shorter days
with darkness cutting into my fishing win-
dow, or maybe it's the busyness of the
Christmas season, (Pastor’s have many
extra Advent and Christmas services), or
maybe... ah heck, I'm not even sure there
IS a reason; but the fact remains — | begin
to see my Monday off in a strangely differ-
ent light. Suddenly fishing seems... so
routine!

Yep, | find myself waking up to the alarm and
thinking “Well, it's Monday - | gotta go fishing.”
GOTTA? Did you hear what | said? When did |
begin treating fishing with the same attitude most
Americans have when going to work?! GOTTA?
“What's wrong with me?” | wonder. “Could it be
that there is something more to life than fishing?”

Normally that question would make me shudder,
but in the winter it somehow seems to have some
merit. As if possessed, | find myself deciding to
leave the boat in the garage and see what the
non-fishing world does on their day off. The
change in routine is refreshing at first... well, at
least for the first couple of hours. But as the day
goes slowly by, a nagging idea begins working
it's way to the surface. Just before going to bed —
it makes itself known: | COULD HAVE BEEN
FISHING!

As if to rub my face in my blunder, | am inevitably
robbed of the next Monday off because of an
unexpected death in the church, or the funeral, or
the flu. Then the week of Christmas overwhelms
me with extra sermons to write and services to
plan — so another Monday bites the dust! Before
| awaken from the nightmarish month of
December, weeks have passed and my casting
hand begins to shake like a junkie going “cold
turkey” - suffering from withdrawals.

Had this horrifying tailspin actually started with a
conscious decision not to go fishing? What was |
thinking?! Did the winter cold freeze my brain?

As a kid | once thought my dad was out of balance
because we didn't fish enough! Before | settle for
the old “Like father, like son!” cliché, | must again
find the resolve to strive harder to restore the
sacredness of my Mondays on the water! Fellow
anglers, take this as a warning — go fishing every
chance you get! After all, life is all about
balance! Right dad?



Jack O’'Day with his
Big Fish trophy at the
Lake Sammamish
Team Tourney in
October.

Jim Rumann and
Mike Wolsky with
their 2nd Place
trophies at the
Sammamish Team
Tourney.

Larry Sullivan and
Bob Brownlee
describe their strategy
to take 3rd Place in
the Sammy Team
Tourney.

Stu Karpenko and Mark Maderos
show off the latest in fishing
fashion at the Chelan tourney -
the “Team Cobra Kai” t-shirt line.

Mock if you must, but Mark won
the tourney in that shirt.

of their win.

Apologies to Rob Maglio and Dave Jarrell, who won the Sammamish Team Tourney, but | couldn’t get my hands on digital pics
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2006 Wester n Bass Club Tournament Schedule

April Silver Lake Draw April 29 - 30
May Potholes May 20 - 21

June L ake Chelan June24 - 25

July  Jack & Jill - Columbia River -Vantage July 29 - 30
August L ong L ake-Spokane August 26 - 27
September Moses L ake September 23 - 24
October L ake Sammamish Team October 14 - 15
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Jim Rumann & Andrea Logston are looking forward to serving as your new Special Events co-
coordinators and already have several very important events that need your support:

WBC AWARDS BANQUET

WHEN: Saturday, January 14, 2006 @ 6:00 pm

WHERE: All Saints Lutheran Church
27225 Military Rd S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

BRING YOUR FAVORITE DISH FOR THIS POTLUCK EVENT!

DIRECTIONS: From I-5, take 272nd St. exit and head East to Military Road South.
The church is on the corner.

At the banquet:
* The Awards for 2005 will be handed out.

There will be a fund raising raffle of new donated items, please collect up as many new
FISHING or OUTDOOR items as you can for donation to this raffle.

We will have the traditional Crankbait tree (the crankbaits need to be new in the package)
Potluck Dinner, bring your favorite dish!

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR THE ROD & REEL /,
We have ticket books!! If you still need to get yours please contact Andrea at /

(253) 847-0611 or (253) 677-4590, and she will get them sent out to you.
We will also have them at the Awards Banquet. This is our primary
fundraiser for the club, so please do your part and sell those tickets!

WASHINGTON SPORTSMAN SHOW
WHEN: January 25-29, 2006
WHERE: Puyallup Fairgrounds

WHAT: We will need your help to work the booth for the 5 days! There will be a sign up sheet
at the Awards Banquet with time slots broken down into 4 hour increments. Please check
your schedule so you can sign up for atime slot at the banquet.

Thank you for your support of the Special Events of WBC! Wishing you a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Years!

Andrea Logston & Jim Rumann



Where: Lake Sammamish

When: Saturday, January 7, 2006

Breakfast: Meet at Denny’s, at 6:00 am
OR... meet at the launch at 7:30 am

Directions to Denny’s: 720 GILMAN BLVD., ISSAQUAH, WA
98027 (425) 392-6025

From 1-405 take 1-90 east to Spokane. Take exit #15 (900 west)
to Lake Sammamish park. End of exit take a right.

At next signal (Gilman) turn left Denny® is on the left between
1st and 2nd signals.

Directions to the Launch:

Exit 15 on 1-90, N on 17th Ave NW. Right on NW
Sammamish Rd. L on Sammamish Parkway SE,
Go .75 mi. Left at "Boat Ramp" sign.

Launch fee is $5

THE MORE THE MERRIER!

Remember, no one stays on the dock at a Fish-In. Everyonefloats! You don't haveto pre-arrange a back seat for Fish-Ins. If you pre-
arrange something with your AmBASSador, that's OK, but just because your AmBASSador can't make it doesn't mean you can't go.

Here comes 2006! Hey Clubbers, it is almost time to start
preparing for next season and now's the time, so here is some
basic info for things to scrounge up this winter to make the
season run smoothly.

Consolidation of gear - This winter both boaters and non-
boaters should be looking at the tackle systems and rod stor-
age arrangements to help keep the decks clear of trip hazards.
We have all seen it where someone does the footwork shuffle
trying to keep from stepping on rods and gear while trying to
land a fish. When you lose a fish (or a rod!), it is not the time
to wish you had organized things.

Safety Equipment - Signal flares (with good expira-

tion dates!), a whistle, first aid kit, tool kit with a prop
wrench that fits your prop! (yes it has happened!),
tow ropes of at least 100 feet and 1/2 to 3/4 diameter
- at least you can get towed or tow someone rather
than spend time out in the dunes! Flashlight (like we
never fish till dark or launch at dark!), some food
(granola bars, protein bars, etc), a blanket or two in a
large zip lock bag or plastic wrap (for breakdowns or
falling in the water!), extra oil for the motor, (saw
several times where members this year were search-
ing out oil because they used more than expected),
allergy medication or other medications (make sure
they can tolerate heat and moist conditions), and a
cellular phone. And a list of medical conditions that
might be pertinent in an emergency and make sure
your partner knows where to find it, Allergic to Bees?
use an EPI pen? would be nice to know.

Next newsletter we will discuss insurance require-
ments for boaters and Boater-Non-Boater Etiquette.
See ya on the water!
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Abbie Lease
Lucas Payseno
Jack O®@ay
Richard Fazakerley
Norm Denton
Greg Pruitt
John Holland
Abby Holmes
Jon Claire 20
Ray Henning 24
Jacob Lease 30
Sherry Shaffer 30

RV and Tent Sites
RV/Camping supplies
Exclusive T-Shirts
Highway 155 #1
Electric City, WA
(509) 633-2671

Fishing Licenses
Party Barge
Fish Boat Rentals

Maps, Bait, and Tackle for
Banks Lake and Lake Roosevelt

Two miles to Golfing




