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Views Expressed in this
newsletter do not necessarily
reflect those of the entire
membership.

Western Bass Club News is
published monthly for the
membership of Western
Bass Club. If you have any
ideas for articles or are inter-
ested in advertising here,
please contact the editors.
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Silver Lake,
Cowlitz County
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A big thanks to Dick Streater for a great night of entertainment. Not only was his
#| collection of tackle interesting but his Las Vegas Show Girl Cards had us rolling out of
our chairs with laughter. Thanks Dick

This month we will have Neil lovino, a local fishing expert. Neil will be sharing with us a wealth of knowledge about some local
lakes, such as Lake Washington, Beaver, Pine, Langonis, Alice and Sawyer. He spends a minimum of 125 days a year on
Lake Sammamish guiding for local sports celebrities.

Speaking of celebrities, Neil also took the TERMINATOR out for a day of fishing while he was in California. That’s right, Arnold
the Gov.

Last year Neil finished 3rd in the ABA in July and 6™ in the Hawghunters.

Neil's topics will include the lake conditions this spring due to heavy rains and its effect on streams that lead into Lake
Sammamish, as well as his specialty, the use of the Drop Shot and Soft plastics.

Mark your Calendar for Feb 16" and plan to increase your fishing knowledge.
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It may only be February, but the bass are up and cruising. | saw my
first largemouth on 2/6, which brings us a day closer to the March

fish-in!! When: Saturday, March 11th, 7:00 AM

Where: Silver Lake, Cowlitz County - Public
We will be returning to Silver Lake down in Castle Rock again this Launch

year. We'll meet at the launch at 7:00 am, fish ‘til 1:00 pm, then

have lunch and see who can come up with the biggest toad. Directions: Take I-5 south; Take Exit 49 (Spirit

Lake HWY 504) ; Take left off exit and go back
For those who didn®make it last year, big fish honors went to Rich over I-5 (Should pass a Burger King); Stay
Loth, who came in at noon with an 8.4 largemouth, which we straight for Approximately 8-9 miles (Past the
thought was going to be big fish of the year until Rob Maglio brought Silver Lake Motel & Resort); Public launch is on
an 8.8 to the scales on day two of the Silver Lake draw tourney. the right hand side.
(Major toad!!)

So, clear your schedules and come and join use for some lip-rippin’
times!! For what to use and what to look for, stay tuned to the web-
site!! See you there!!

Remember, no one stays on the dock at a Fish-In. Everyonefloats! You don't haveto pre-arrange a back seat for Fish-Ins. If you pre-
arrange something with your AmBASSador, that's OK, but just because your AmBASSador can't make it doesn't mean you can't go.
THE MORE THE MERRIER!

It is always a good thing to have the weather in mind when going
there, and also to keep in mind the Fog, which comes almost
every morning till 7-8 am, making the obstructions part of the
equation even more of an issue, as there are numerous pilings
and rock piles throughout the lake. The lake depth is less than 15
feet and most obstructions are marked, but if you are unfamiliar
with the lake, then follow the available maps and/or stay off plane
till you know them!

Hey, take a deep breath. Yes, the Super Bowl is over
and yes, they lost, but now it is time to get back on the The campground will be rustic looking and soggy, as it is early
horse because its time to get Tournament Ready! spring, but cabins and motel rooms at Silver Lake Resort should
be available for the "Less Campy" folks. As for lures, Texas-rigged
Brush Hogs, tubes and Senkos seem to have been the big
winners in prior years, and the occasional spinnerbait seems to
have its day, as does the good old fashioned "Pig-n-Jig" for
flipping and pitching. The fish are not shy, so don't hesitate to get
right up to the bushes and pitch those bigguns out of there! Look
forward to seeing ya® out on the water. The maintenance tip of
the week: back up pump for your livewell? Maybe the $14-$25
to have one ready to install can save some aggravation and, oh
yeah, some FISH!

Silver Lake will be the first stop on the tournament trail,
and as we take a brief look at the lake, there are two
particular hazards that arise every year - weather and
obstructions. Being in the Southwest part of the state and
with no mountains to slow incoming squalls, Silver Lake
gets severe weather quicker than most, and many
members can account for this with scrapes and dents on
their boats!



We would like to say a huge to those that

worked the WBC booth at the Washington Sportsmen’s Show in
January. We sold a lot of raffle tickets due to your dedicated
effort and we are expecting to see quite a few visitors at our gen-
eral meetings in the months to come. Thank you for the team
spirit that was exhibited at our booth for the 5 days of the show.
It was greatly appreciated.

Rod & Reel Raffle — Drawing March General Meeting

This is our primary fundraiser for the year and we still have some
ticket books available for you to sell. Please try to sell at least 1
book. For those of you that have sold your tickets, please turn in
your stubs at the next general meeting. All tickets have to be
accounted for previous to the drawing, so we will also need all
unsold tickets returned by the March general meeting. If you lose

Important dates to mark on your calendar:

Thursday, March 16" — Drawing for Rod & Reel Raffle

All tickets sold & unsold due to Andrea previous to
drawing

Saturday, June 3" — Fishing Kids
Gene Coulon Park Renton — more details to follow

If you have questions, please give either of us a call.
Thank you again for your support.

Andrea Logston
(253) 847-0611
and Jim Rumann

or misplace your book of tickets, you will still be charged for

those missing tickets. So keep track of them. (253) 740-8013

Hello Fellow Anglers,

It's time once again to renew your club membership. It's important to do this before March 1% in order to receive the member in
good standing discount of $5. All those submitting membership applications with dues payments after that date will pay the stan-
dard $40 membership fee. It is also time to sell as many raffle tickets as possible for the G Loomis/.Shimano fishing combo. This
is the only fundraiser we do all year and helps pay for all the extracurricular activities and costs of the club. The more we sell, the
better we are able to fund some of the events we enjoy having. It is also important that we have all monies or tickets accounted
for at the March meeting in order to hold the drawing.

On a side note, since Larry Gonczy's passing, | have been doing the raffle table for the general meetings. With the approval of
the board, we have decided to upgrade the rod being raffled at the end of the meeting. Depending on how profitable it is, we are
going to try and raffle a Loomis GL3 or OrDella rod. If we are able to continue to support the raffle, as well as add a little to the
bottom line, we will continue trying to upgrade the raffle items and keep the same level of quality rods. It is our plan to try and get
quality tackle into the hands of our members as much as we can. So, if any of you know of any quality bulk tackle deals, don't
hesitate in letting me know. Also, if you would like to see a quality reel instead of a rod, just mention it to me.

Looking to cull, Doug Booth



JANUARY GREENSLIPS

Ah-hah. There is fishing life after December. Well, at least for some of us.
The Walker clan seems to be able to get BASS when | am not with them.
Hhmmm... Probably some other “secret” spot, right Bree? But | guess
you have to get out there more then once a month to do much good. But
not to worry since the “SPAWN?” is only a couple months away. And
some of us fairer weather fishermen will be out there. | even hear that
Russ can catch some then.

Name Weight Bait Lake

Brian Walker 5# 40z. SM Tube Jig Washington &0 ( & C )
Bree Walker 4#120z. SM Tube Jig Washington o 100)
Mark Fields 4# 0oz. SM Tube Jig Washington ’

I &* <

It was Brian Walker that got the first $5 of the year for the biggest fish ) -
turned in on a green slip. Each month the club gives $5 to the member

for the biggest bass turned in on a greenslip. Any paid member can turn

in a bass for the month as long as it was weighed on “certified” scales.

Now, how do you get “certified” scales, you ask? | am glad that you
asked that question. I, the greenslips chairperson and greeter for the
club, have the (drum roll, please) weights to check out your scales.

Every club member can bring in their scales and | will test them with &+. & )B
my “certified” ..er...ahh...weights to see how accurate the scales are.
Therefore, everyone get their scales in and get them checked. *&)B

Also, there is the “Big Fish Kitty” that costs you $1 a month. This runs /| 1)
from March to October. The kitty is comprised of $1 per person per month :
that is in the kitty. You must be paid up the month prior to turning in a (8 9
bass for this kitty. If no one in the kitty turns in a bass then that money will .
rollover to the next month. L2 (&)

Keep your rods up and Rip some lips!
Rich '&B& &+()

/ * % % )

Don’t forget to get your scales verified. | will (. 2
have the equipment at each meeting, so bring
in your scale and get weighed. This must be

done prior to turning in a greenslip! £ i)
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%
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The bait enters the water with laser like precision. Slowly it
descends through the labyrinth of thick cover. Then it happens,
you feel a little tap followed by pressure on the line. You reel
down to take up the slack and "BOOM" an underwater World
War Ill erupts. The feeling | get from catching a big bass on a jig
is absolutely intense. | just don®know how such a strange look-
ing bait can produce big limits time and again. The truth is |
don®really care as long as it never stops working.

It is no secret that the jig and pig can and will attract big bass,
if used properly. Whether you are pitching or flipping the bait,
your entry needs to be as silent as possible. Just throwing a jig
in the water is going to produce the same results as tossing a
rock in the lake. To keep the noise level to a minimum it is
mandatory that you perfect your skill of keeping the bait at a low
trajectory. If you can get the lure glide two inches above the
surface prior to reaching your target, the likelihood of spooking
the fish will be drastically reduced. For some, learning this tech-
nique can be a daunting task, but the benefits you receive from
your hard work will result in years of great memories.

Once the bait has entered the water as silently as an ancient
ninja warrior, you must determine what retrieval technique will
trigger the big strikes. It is not uncommon for a bass to crush
the bait on the initial drop. Since we do not live in a fairy tale,
this is not always going to be the case. Depending on the mood
of the fish, they may want the bait hopped along the bottom,
vertical jigged over branches, swam at various depths or simply
motionless. When | begin the whole process, | will typically pitch
the jig to my target and let it fall to the bottom. If it reaches the
bottom without a strike, | let it sit motionless for a few seconds.
Then | give my rod tip a few short twitches and pause again.
After the second pause, | start my final retrieve. This retrieve
will be in a cadence similar to this, hop-hop-pause, hop-hop-
hop-pause, hop-hop-pause, and etcetera. You may also just
use a constant hopping retrieve by removing the pauses.

In some areas of the country bass are obsessed with swimming
jigs. This technique is done by retrieving the bait at a speed that
will constantly keep it at a desired depth. Adding slow vertical
movements to your rod tip during the retrieve will cause the jig
to have more of an up and down pattern during its journey
through the water. It is very important to remember that no sin-
gle retrieve is going to work all of the time. A good angler will
use a variety of retrieves until they determine which one the
bass prefer.

The hook set is another aspect of jig fishing that is crucial.
Getting a good, hard, fast hookset serves a couple of purposes.
The obvious reason is to drive the hook in deep which takes
some power because most jigs have large hooks. Another

The Best Bait for Big Bass

by Jeremiah T. Bagwell http://www.bagwellsbasstactics.com/

equally important element is to get the fish out of the cover as
quickly as possible. If you give a bass a couple of seconds in
thick cover, it will have your line wrapped around everything in
sight. My preferred method of setting the hook is simple. | reel
down to take up any slack line and set the hook with the power
used by another guy named Bagwell swinging for the fences in
Houston. This works best for me and the majority of the time
getting wrapped around the cover is not an issue. Sometimes
the bass will inhale the jig and you may not even feel it. This is
one reason that | use a bait enhancer on my jigs 100% of the
time. The particular attractant that | use is called MegaStrike. |
love it because it stays on my bait for a long time, it is not
messy to use and most importantly, it works great. Adding an
attractant will more often than not increase the time you have to
set the hook. Gaining as little as 4-5 seconds will definitely in-
crease your catch rates regardless of whether you are a pro or
a weekend warrior.

Using quality equipment is quit possibly more important when
jig fishing than with any other bass fishing technique. The
amount of stress put on your equipment is extreme. When flip-
ping and pitching jigs | use 7@&" All Star Titanium Flippin€5ticks
and 6@0" All Star Titanium Pitching rods teamed with a Pflueger
President baitcasting reel. The extremely tough, lightweight and
well-balanced design of this combination makes it an ideal
choice when stalking big bass. You can fish through the thick
cover all day with a lower level of fatigue.

The main thing | would like to stress is make sure that you
have a rod that is stout enough to pull bass out of the thickest
cover around. Equally as important as the rod, is your line. It is
the direct link between you and the bass of your dreams so do
not ignore it. | spool my reels with zero stretch, high abrasion
resistant 50 pound test PowerPro line. The benefits of zero
stretch line are increased sensitivity and more solid hooksets.
Not having to worry about equipment failure will ease your con-
cerns when pitching a jig into the gnarliest fish holding cover.
Everyone has heard the old saying "you can®catch fish, if you
don®put your bait where they live." Jig fishing makes it a lot
easier to put the bait right on the dinner table in front of big
hungry bass. Once you have mastered this bait and have built
up a high confidence level, you will definitely catch more and
bigger fish.

Until next time. Fish Hard, Fish Often and Don®Hate the
Player, Hate the Game.
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Dan Mowry
Semrin Gokeri
Kristen Hale
Valerie Knott
Judy Gross
Curtis Ramsden
Justin Kopf
Michael Singson
Liz Holmes
Zackery Johnson 21 Carla Watts 26
Shanne Noble 22 Kat_ie Gross 29
Philip Neilson, Jr 26 Darrin Sanger 29

#9# 6 18

RV and Tent Sites

2006 Western Bass Club Tournament Schedule * RVI/Camping supplies

April  Silver Lake Draw April 29 - 30 - Exclusive T-Shirts
May Potholes May 20 - 21
June Lake Chelan June 24 - 25
July  Jack & Jill - Columbia River -Vantage July 29 - 30 " PartyBarge
August Long L ake-Spokane August 26 - 27 - Fish Boat Rentals
Sept. M oses L ake September 23 - 24
October Lake Sammamish Team  October 14 - 15

Fishing Licenses Highway 155 #1
Electric City, WA
(509) 633-2671

Maps, Bait, and Tackle for
Banks Lake and Lake Roosevelt

Two miles to Golfing




