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Views Expressed in this
newsletter do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the
entire membership.

Western Bass Club News
is published monthly for
the membership of West-
ern Bass Club. If you have
any ideas for articles or
are interested in advertis-
ing here, please contact
the editors.

Western Bass Club
Since 1938

“Catch and Release” — the more contact | have
with the rest of the world, the more | suspect that
this concept belongs primarily to those living in
well-to-do cultures. This past weekend | went to
the wedding of a Tanzanian brother, (back in
Washington DC), and while there, | talked with
many people from a host of East African
countries. When hobbies were discussed, and |
mentioned fishing, everyone began to discuss
how they preferred their fish cooked. When my
family shared that | “released” all my fish, the
silence that followed was made more
uncomfortable by the blank stares of disbelief.

| have endured that stare before when | have
shared “catch-n-release” with other recent
immigrants from Korea, India, Russia, and
South America. Any of them who have ever
been hungry, or who have struggled to provide
for their family, have a hard time understanding
why | would catch lunch, only to let it go again.
A recent discussion with a Latino friend made
me feel like | had broken some 11"
commandment: “Thou shall not receive
sustenance from God’s lakes without having
a great shore lunch afterwards!”

Yes, yes — | know all about managing fish
resources, maintaining ecological balances, etc,
- don't start defending Catch-n-release; you'd be
preaching to the choir! All I'm saying is that we
are pretty spoiled when we CAN pay more
attention to fish populations than to the growling
in our bellies. (In fact, looking at the expanding
bellies of the guys in our club — it easy to see that
there hasn’t been a lot of “stomach growling”
going on in a long time!)

Let’s face it; some of us spend more money on
our sport every year than most people in 3" world
countries exist on. No, I'm not trying to make you
feel guilty, nor am | about to hit you up to support
starving children around the world. (Though that's
not a bad idea.) My real intention is to help you
think about how blessed you are - to be able to
fish for the pure enjoyment of it all! (Even our
American forefathers might have wondered if our
“elevators went to the top floor” had they wit-
nessed what we do every time we get on the
water.) And we do it all — just for fun!

Sometime soon, you are going to unhook another
golden smallie, or hold another green largemouth
up for the camera, and then you will silently slip
your catch back into the water to watch it swim off.
It leads to a real good feeling; a by-product of
abundance. It won't hurt any of us at that moment
to give some silent thanks for being so blessed
that we can participate in “catch-n-release!” Give
thanks that there’s enough chow in the
refrigerator, and snacks in the pantry back home,
that we Bass anglers can let a possible meal
return to its water world - alive. After all,
“catch-n-release” is a privilege of the spoiled!
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This month, we are switching gears from big jigs and shallow water Largemouth to

First, | would like to thank Willie Nelson for the wonderful talk on Silver Lake and
sharing some of his small secrets on catching Largemouth Bass. Thanks Willie!

finesse fishing smallmouth. We are going to have DJ Laroche, of West Coast Custom

Tackle, speak on finesse fishing some of his own hand pours. DJ has been running
WCCT for three years and offers 15 different baits in nearly 50 colors. DJ will key in

drop shot and split shot techniques and share some of the baits he offers.

Hope to see you all come out to support more of our great local talent. | have seen

some of his baits and they look great.

Mike
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The report for Lawrence Lake: Even with the wind that kept coming and going, water temp

was 61.4 and it was a good day on the lake. We launched at 6:00am"ish" with 4 boats, 2
pontoon boats and 13 people. While the bite was tough, there were a lot of fish caught, the

biggest being a 3.14 by myself followed by a 3.12 that was caught by two different club 8" 1
members, Lee and Jose®© Big thanks again to Josedor a last minute favor.
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Hey Western! I'd like to introduce myself. My name is Carlos and I'll be
taking over for Rich while he is sidelined. We’'ll miss you Rich! So hurry
up and get back so we can rip some lips buddy. Thanks to Brian and
Andrea for getting me the greenslips for the April meeting. | was in
Eastern Washington getting ready for the Potholes Open.

Well, | got some great news Western. The Largemouth are out cruising
in full force, and many of our fellow clubbers have been out taking
advantage of it.

Jim Rumann, our V.P., and Chuck Bailey, our President, have our two
best fish this month. Great job guys! Get ready for some “MONSTER”
greenslips next month with our Silver Lake Draw Tourney and the spawn!

Name Weight Bait Lake

Jim Rumann 6#080z. Lm Spinnerbait Lk. Morton

Chris Blandi 6#050z. Lm Spinnerbait Long Lake

Brian Walker 6#050z. Lm French fry Lawrence Lake
Chuck Bailey  6#00z. Lm 5” Senko Sammamish
Bryan Hudgens 5#020z. Sm Dropshot Lk. Washington
Larry Sullivan  4#110z. Sm Dropshot Lk Sawyer
John Harris 2#080z. Sm Senko Moses Lake
Adam Harris 2#00z. Sm Senko Moses Lake

Jim Rumann will win the $5 for the biggest fish turned in on a green slip.
Way to go Jim, | heard you were just out warming up the ole elbow. For
those of you that don’t know Jim, he loves to chuck a spinnerbug.

Each month the club gives $5 to the member for the biggest bass
turned in on a greenslip. | will start collecting for the “Big Fish Kitty” this
month, so don't forget to bring in a little something extra to enter. There
are 6 months left and you must be entered the prior month to be eligible
to win. Also, any paid member can turn in a bass for the month as long as
it was weighed on “certified” scales. So bring your scales to the meeting
and come by my table so we can Get ‘R’ Done and get acquainted.

Take a kid fishing,
Carlos

Don’t forget to get your scales
verified. We will have the
equipment at each meeting, so
bring in your scale and get
weighed. This must be done
prior to turning in a greenslip!




Silver Lake. Well, the first tournament is under the belt. The
start of the two day event was cold and cloudy with the hopes
of sun. There were 10 boats with 10 2 backseaters. One
half being a red-head who likes to call me ‘Butch’. After a
sideways rain the scales were totaled with two bags
separated by one ounce.

Good thing | left my clothes bag in the truck, otherwise it
would have been soaked much like my cot and sleeping bag.
Unfortunately, because of the rain we lost two backseaters.
Sunday was better. The sun came out to play. Ron
Hankinson and Phil Hudgens tore it up — both adding more
than 10 pounds to their bags. Good job, fellas.

Twenty people with 111 fish for 231 pounds — not bad. If
not for Mr. Booth'’s 4 ounce fish average weight, it might
have been just a little higher. But, thanks to Carlos weighing
a 7 pound, 1 ounce Bertha (a fish big enough to yell in its
mouth and hear an echo), the average came back up.
Hopefully a good time was had by all.

The next event will be Potholes Reservoir May 20 and 21.
Should be prime time for good fishing. The club will be
staying at Warden Lake RV Resort.

The simple directions are to go East on Highway 90, take exit
179, go south on highway 17 (assuming everyone is coming
from the West, that's a right hand turn). Turn right on M
street. Go south until you come to a stop sign. Turn Left.
Resort will be the first place on your right. Warden Lake
Resort, 15661 Highway 262, (509) 349-9865. Highway 262 is
the same road that goes across the dam at Potholes.

Second directions — get to the reservoir and go East.

The drivers’ meeting will be at Lind Coulee launch at 6 am.

Looking forward to a good turnout, good fellowship, and good
eats.

P.S. — Thanks for the help to Larry S., Andrea and Kendra
Logston, Dave Jarrell, Jose Gomez-Elegido.
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1 Ron Hankinson 29LB140Z
2 Phil Hudgens 27L.B90Z
3 Jim Rumann 23LB100Z
4 Ray Henning 19LB70Z
5 Larry Sullivan 18LB120Z
6 Brian Walker 18LB60OZ
7 Carlos Trujillo 15LB110Z
8 Lyle Logston 15LB100Z
9 Chris Blandi 14L.B10Z
10 Daryl Snodgrass 9LB90Z

11 Bob Brownlee 8LB80OZ

12 Steve Lewis 7LB70Z

13 Joel Booth 7LB50Z

14 Nick Barr 6LB130Z
15 Douglas Booth 5LB00Z

16 Alex Schuemann 2L.B140Z
17 Andrea Logston 0LB140Z
18 Jose Gomez-Elegido 0

19 Lee Stevens 0

20 Stu Karpenko 0




Brian Walker’s 8 Ib 1 oz Largemouth

The Bank’s Lake Boys. These guys made
the trip up to Banks when the tourney got
blown off of the lake at the Potholes Open.

Look at that football
of a fish from Lake

WA.

Chris Blandi montage.

Carlos Trujillo’s 7 Ib 1 oz Largemouth at
the Silver Lake Draw (Big Fish)

Mike Wolsky’s big golden pig at Banks.
Can you name what kind of fish this is?

Carlos and his Silver Lake
friends.
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Edythe Neilson 2
Kevin Scofreid 2
Brenda Lehman 3
Jose Gomez-Elegido 6
Rebecca Choate 9

Brenda Rabisa 10
Mary Snodgrass 10
Lori Jewett 13
Lee Stevens 13
Caleb Booth 14
Morgan Green 16
Russell Steffensen 16

2006 Western Bass Club Tournament Schedule

May Potholes May 20 - 21
June Lake Chdan June 24 - 25
July Jack & Jill - ROOSEVELT July 29 - 30

August Long L ake-Spokane August 26 - 27
Sept. M oses L ake September 23 - 24
October Lake Sammamish Team  October 14 - 15

Bob Brownlee 18
Alex Schuenemann 19
Ryan Bedard 20
Bill Brynteson 21
Danny Garrett 21
(John) Ki T Kim 26
Jenny Ramsden 27
Karla Henning 28

RV and Tent Sites
RV/Camping supplies
Exclusive T-Shirts
Fishing Licenses
Party Barge

Fish Boat Rentals

Maps, Bait, and Tackle for
Banks Lake and Lake Roosevelt

Two miles to Golfing

Highway 155 #1
Electric City, WA
(509) 633-2671




