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“Fishing is life” says the T-shirt.  

 

I suppose there are those misinformed non-
anglers that mistakenly assume that the shirt’s 
message is an angler’s attempt at humor. But 
any serious fisherman knows better. Fishing IS 
life! All the drama, joy, defeats and victories of 
life are experienced on the water. Take for 
instance… grief! 

 

Oh sure, dealing with grief may not be a pre-
ferred angling experience, but… it happens! 
For instance, only last Monday I was trolling a 
“Rev. Rig” (three way rig with a Jointed Ra-
pala) across a flat in 45 feet of water, when my 
lead weight snagged suddenly on the bottom. 
And I found myself immediately and instinc-
tively experiencing the 5 stages of grief. 

 

First comes DENIAL. “No, no, no!  It can’t be 
snagged! I just bought that crankbait! Surely 
it’ll pop off that log or rock as the line tightens 
up! IT CAN’T BE SNAGGED!” 

 

But it is, and the second stage of grief kicks in; 
ANGER! “Son of a @#*&$!!! There must be 
only one log on this 10 acre flat and I have to 
find it the hard way! THIS ISN’T FAIR!!!” 

 

As you free spool the line, turn the boat around 
and head the trolling motor back to the snag 
point, stage three occurs; BARGAINING! 
“Come on now, be kind to me. As I get to the 
other side of the snag, please pop loose. Mr. 
Log, I promise I’ll never get my weight any-
where near you again. Just let go of my rig!” 
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·  Stuart Karpenko, WBC 
Editor: 
stu@westernbassclub.com 

·  Views Expressed in this  
newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect those of the entire 
membership. 

·  Western Bass Club News is 
published monthly for the 
membership  of  Western 
Bass Club. If you have any 
ideas for articles or are inter-
ested in advertising here, 
please contact the editors. 
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After ten minutes of plinking the line, changing 
the pull angle, and wishing you had more than 
40 feet of line on your lure retriever, you suc-
cumb to DEPRESSION! “Unbelievable! Why 
me!  100 anglers could troll past here and never 
get hung – but oh no – not Chuck! I’m the most 
unlucky son of a gun in the world. I didn’t have a 
chance – that tree lay in wait for me. I’m jinxed! 
It’s not going to come loose… Why do I even 
try?” 

 

And then the final stage slips up upon the an-
gler; ACCEPTANCE! “Oh well, why not? It’s a 
part of fishing. You win some, you lose a few. 
Nothing to do but point the rod towards the 
snag, head the boat in the opposite direction 
and accept what comes. Maybe the weight will 
break off and I’ll get the plug back. Maybe the 
whole rig will spend the rest of eternity attached 
to this log. Or… maybe the branch will break 
and I’ll get it all back. Fact is, what’s going to 
happen is going to happen! Surrender to the 
fact – that’s fishing – that’s life!” 

 

And the irony of it all is that our families and 
friends think we’re out “playing on the water” or 
“escaping from reality”. Little do they know how 
dramatic our day has been. They are totally 
unaware of the emotional roller coaster we ex-
perienced on every adventure; the extreme 
highs and lows. After all, did they go through the 
“five stages of grief” today? If only they under-
stood – Fishing is life! 
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It should be a really educational experience for all 
that attend. 

 

On another note, I want to thank all of you for     
making my time as Entertainment Director a   
memorable one.        

 

See ya soon, 

Bob 
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This month’s speakers will be Bob Higbee, owner of Angler©s Marine in 
Spanaway, and his Mechanic Dave Knowle who will be speaking on a  
plethora of topics  - some of  which include: 

·  Patterning winter smallmouths 

·  Getting more efficiency out of your electronics and understanding 
your graphs better 

·  Maintenance for your boat and motor during the winter months. 

 

… and much, much, more.   
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Well, while we wait in our warm houses, stuffing ourselves       
with turkey and Bill Dance, I would like you to think for a          
moment  - just a reflection of what you have experienced and 
learned throughout this past season. 

 

Bass Fishing prides itself on the ability of its participants  -       
Anglers and Bass  - to adapt to changing conditions as the      
environment dictates, i.e. why next year a Senko won’t work as 
well as it did last year. 
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If you have anything you would like to sell 
or want to buy, write up your ad and email 
it to Stu@westernbassclub.com.  Don’t 
forget to include your contact information. 

�

 

So, with this knowledge I will pass on to you the five things I 
will have ready to go next season: 

·  1) A heavy duty locking system for my boat and trailer.   
Yeah, you know why! 

·  2) A camper with air conditioning or a fan. Yeah, I am a 
wimp. 

·  3) Not so much tackle. Keeping it simple! 

·  4). More Preventive Maintenance! Too much down time 
in past year! 

·  5). And finally! Less seriousness and more fun! Some-
times in the heat of battle we forego the fact that this is a 
blast and my top thing to do this year is to re-discover 
the magic! 

 

We should have the schedule solidified by the next newslet-
ter, so keep the fires burnin’ and remember, Thanksgiving 
shall be a scary time for a club full of turkeys!  

 

Larry 

LET’S MAKE A DEAL! I’m a nationally recognized author and collector of antique fishing 
lures and tackle. You  may have some old stuff & you wonder if it has value. Call me  at 
(206) 232-9060 and  we can schedule an evaluation. Want to bring it to the    meeting?  
Call me to make sure I’ll be there and  bring it on in. Dollars are available for purchases. 

   Thanks, Dick Streater, WBC Hon. Lifetime Member. 

Just In!  
Here is the Official 2006 Western Bass Club Tournament Schedule! 

  Apr il   Silver Lake Draw   Apr il 29 - 30  
  May   Potholes    May 20 - 21  
  June   Lake Chelan   June 24 - 25  
  July      Jack &  Jill - Columbia River -Vantage*   July 29 - 30  
  August  Long Lake-Spokane  August 26 - 27  
  September   Moses Lake    September 23 - 24  
  October  Lake Sammamish Team** October 14 - 15  
  
*  Jack-n-Jill to alternate - Vantage  
* *Team tourney switched to alternate  - Sammamish - and to 14th and 15th due to conflict.  
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Where: Lake Washington  - Mercer Launch  

When:  Saturday, December 3, 2005 

Breakfast: Meet at Lil© Jon©s, at 6:00am  
OR… meet at the launch at 7:30am 

Directions to Lil Jons 
 

Lil© Jon Restaurant & Lounge 
3080 148th SE 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
(425) 746-4653  
From Hwy 405 take I-90 towards Spokane  
At exit 11A, turn RIGHT onto Ramp towards 150th Ave. S.E. / 156th Ave. 
S.E.  
Keep RIGHT to stay on Ramp towards 150th Ave. S.E. / S.E. 35th St.  
Turn LEFT (North) onto 150th Ave SE  
Turn right onto SE Eastgate way  
Turn Left into Sunset Village parking lot Lil Jons is dead ahead. 
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Directions to the Launch  
From Hwy 405 take the I-90 towards Seattle  
Take exit 8 (East Mercer Way)  
At the intersection, turn left (south) onto E Mercer Way  
Go back across I-90 and take the first left after the free-
way on ramp 
This will go down the hill to the launch  

Launch fee is $7.00  

Remember, no one stays on the dock at a Fish-In. Everyone floats! You don't have to pre-arrange a back seat for  Fish-Ins. I f you pre-
arrange something with your  AmBASSador, that's OK, but j ust because your  AmBASSador can't make it doesn't mean you can't go.  
THE MORE THE MERRIER!�

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Raffle Tickets are here! 

Raffle tickets will be available at the November General   
Membership Meeting. This is our only fundraiser for the club, 
so if everyone buys at least one book themselves and sells 
one book, our club will be sitting pretty. The money we raise 
from the ticket sales goes for our club’s upkeep (newsletters, 
insurance, building dues, etc.). So, step up to help us out. Who 
knows? You might be the lucky one that wins the G-Loomis 
Rod and Shimano Reel. I know everyone can always use a 
new rod! 
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Banquet News 
 

The awards banquet will be January 14, 2006. So mark your       
calendars now. If you can donate something fishing or camping  
related, that would be great. Please make sure it is new and usable.  
Its always fun to win cool stuff in a drawing. I will send out more  
information about the banquet later. 

 

Have a Great Turkey 
Day! 

Phil and Sue Hudgens 

Philandsue@aol.com 
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Bree Walker 
ready to ride in 

the wind on  
Lake Washington 

at the October 
Fish-In 



October GREENSLIPS 
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The tournament year is over for 2005. I would like to take this       
opportunity to say that I personally enjoyed the fun, competition and 
camaraderie that always goes along with the trips. The camping is 
always like a big family get-together. Everyone helping each other  
get their camps set up, providing whatever you didn’t remember to 
bring along or just standing around giving advice. Right Smitty? And 
then the Saturday nite Potluck!!! Some really great food and lots of it. 
Also, the fishing and weigh-ins are great too. Even if you didn’t do so 
well fishing it is great to watch your fellow clubbers bring in their fish 
and hear the tales of the ones that got away. GOOD FUN, GOOD 
FOOD, GOOD FISHING AND GOOD FRIENDS. 

 

It don’t get no better. So next year try to make it to some of the away 
tournaments and really enjoy your fellow WBC members in the wild. 

 

Well, now back to reality. 

 

Name  Weight  Bait  Lake   
  

Russ Baker 5# 3oz.    LM Jig & Pig  Columbia 

Brian Walker      5# 2oz.    SM Tube Jig           Columbia 

Rob Maglio      4#14oz.   SM Drop Shot         Sammamish 

Keri May              4#10oz.   SM Horney Toad Snake River 

Glenn May 4# 4oz.    SM    Spinner Bait     Snake River 

Rich Loth 3#11oz.   SM Carolina Rig     Sammamish 

Chris Blandi      3#10oz.   SM Drop Shot         Washington 

Doug Booth       3# 6oz.    SM   Carolina Rig  Sammamish 

Virgil Wilbur   3# 6oz.    SM Crank Bait    Banks   

 

Russ Baker took the Club big fish money, $5, this month with his  
BODACIOUS Large mouth.  Err…Ahh… I mean 5#3oz. Largemouth 
bass, of course. And since Russ wasn’t in the Big Fish Kitty, Rich 
Loth took the last of the money from that pool. This kitty runs from 
March thru October, so get ready to sign up for it next year. 

    Jim Rumman turned in a greenslip for a Grand Slam certificate for 
a 6# 0oz. Walleye caught from Potholes. Bet that tasted good. 

 

Keep your rods up and rip some lips! 

Rich  
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